The twenty plus miles of the T-Bone Trail are suitable
for bikers, walkers, and hikers who enjoy the easy
accessibility, smooth paved surface, and natural beauty
of the countryside. The trail head in Audubon is at
“Albert the Bull” Park with trail access at each of the
towns of Audubon, Hamlin, Exira, and Brayton and
continues south under I-80 into Cass County. The trail
is a portion of the route of the CROSS–USA “American
Discovery Trail,” a proposed biking and hiking route
from Delaware to Oregon.

Beef Feed
Fireworks
Teen Dance
“Running with the Bull” Fun Run/Walk
Crafts, Flea Market & Store Specials
Wheeler Power (Car) Show
Kid’s Games
T-Bone Committee Steak Feed
Operation T-Bone Parade
Talent Show & Other Entertainment
T-Bone Committee Chili Cook Off
Firemen’s Water Fights
Street Dance
Beer Garden
Alumni Reunions & Sports Competitions
Operation T-Bone Cattle Sale
Golf Tournament
And More…..

Audubon
County:
midway
between
Des Moines
and Council Bluffs/
Omaha
I-80 Exit 60 North on Highway 71

Audubon Chamber of Commerce
800 Market Street
Audubon, IA 50025
712-563-3780
www.auduboniowa.org
audchmbr@iowatelecom.net
www.auduboncounty.com

Operation T-Bone caused more of a stir than ever
thought possible. The Northwestern Railroad, Union
Stockyards, and Chicago Tribune, as well as the
London Times, all did their share to spread the word
about Operation T-Bone.
In 1963 the Audubon Junior Chamber of Commerce
(Jaycees) made the plans for “Albert.” This statue
could pay tribute to Operation T-Bone, as well as the
state and nation’s beef industry. In choosing a name
for the bull it seemed only fitting to name him “Albert”
after Albert Kruse who originated Operation T-Bone.
There was one major stipulation in the Jaycees´
resolution to sponsor the project: that no solicitation
of funds be made in the community. The project costs,
estimated at $30,000, were financed through various
fund-raising activities and donations from agricultural
industries across the nation.
“Albert the Bull” has been featured in several national
magazines and newspapers, including “Remember the
Rock” in 2008. “Albert” was also in the movie
“Beethoven’s 3rd” and mentioned on the television
shows of “Jeopardy” and “West Wing.”

The rectangular I-Beam structure serves as the
main interior support, or skeleton, of the 45-ton
monument. Note how the steel-rod framework
was fitted to the I-Beam structure.
In the early 1950’s local cattle shippers were feeding
great numbers of cattle to the prime grade. The best
market was in Chicago. Cattle were shipped to market
via railroad. Local shippers invited banker Albert (Al)
Kruse of First State Bank, now Audubon State Bank,
to ride with them. He declined after hearing others
tell how drafty and uncomfortable the caboose ride
could be on a cold late-fall day. He told them when
they had a Pullman car available on the cattle train
he would be happy to accompany them to the Chicago
market. Arrangements were made for the Pullman car.
Soon a trainload of cattle with a Pullman car full of
shippers and businessmen were signed up for the trip
to Chicago. Thus, the first Operation T-Bone was
celebrated in 1951.

Albert’s hide consists of several coats of concrete.
The first coat was applied by trowel to a wire
meshing covering the steel rod framework.

It took 65 gallons of paint to cover Albert with the red
and white colors of the Hereford breed. The 45 ton
statue is authentic right down to his toenails. Albert
has a horn span of 15 feet and towers 30 feet above the
landscape - making him visible day and night from
Highway 71 at the south edge of Audubon, Iowa.

Albert the Bull Campground - Audubon
John James Audubon Cultural Center - Audubon
John James Audubon Plaza & Bird Walk - Audubon
Nathaniel Hamlin Park - Audubon
Old Glory Park - Brayton
Danish Immigrant Museum - Elk Horn
Danish Windmill - Elk Horn
Audubon County Courthouse Museum - Exira
Littlefield Recreation Area - Exira
Plow-in-the-Oak Roadside Park - Exira
Tree-in-the-Road - Exira/Brayton
Heritage Rose Garden - Gray
“Danish” Immanuel Lutheran Church - Kimballton
General Store Museum - Kimballton
The Little Mermaid - Kimballton
Western Skies Scenic Byway

